The Election                   i*
were lowered one by one, leaving only that of Cardinal
Ratti erect. All the cardinals gathered round and the
elderly Dean of the Sacred College asked him in the
traditional formula whether he accepted his election as
Sovereign Pontiff. He paused a long time and then replied:
"It must never be said that I refused to submit unre-
servedly to the Will of God. No one shall say that I
shrank before a burden that was to be laid upon my
shoulders. No one shall say that I fail to appreciate the
votes of my colleagues, Therefore, In spite of my im~
worthiness, of which I am deeply conscious, I accept."
The next question put to him was under what name ho
desired to rule. Again he answered: "Under the Pontiff
cate of Plus IX I was initiated into the Catholic Church
and took the first steps in my ecclesiastical career* Pius X
called me to Rome* Pius is a name of peace. Therefore*
in the desire to devote my endeavours to the work of
pacification throughout the world, to winch my prede-
cessor, Benedict XV, consecrated himself, I choose the
name of Pius XI."
The cardinals were still kneeling when he continued:
"I desire to add one word. 1 protest in the presence of
the members of the Sacrecl College that it is my heart's
desire to safeguard and defend all the rites of the Church
and all the prerogatives of the Holy See, and having said
that I wish that my first Benediction should go forth as a
symbol of that peace to which humanity aspires, not only
to Rome and to Italy, but to all the Church and to the
whole world. I will give my Benediction from the outer
balcony of St Peter's."
This little speech came as a bombshell to many of the
cardinals, followers of Cardinal Merry del VaL No Pope,